
 

 

 

 

March 24, 2020 

 

Dear Church Family,  

Your pastors and elders made a hard and prayerful decision at 8 pm on Monday, March 

23, after a set aside time of prayer and discernment for how the church should proceed beyond 

our March 14 decision (see that letter at https://www.newcastlefbc.com/hp_wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/2020-03-14-Closure-Announcement-Letter.pdf). What the Church is 

facing with the novel COVID-19 pandemic is not unparalleled in church history, but is well 

beyond anything in any of our collective memories. Therefore, in complete agreement as fellow 

elders and in the unity of the Holy Spirit, the pastors and elders of the New Castle First Baptist 

Church have made the following decisions in the face of this unique time in our 110 years of 

church history: 

As community partners with local and state health and government officials, and to 

continue to try to stay ahead of this situation, the elders are cancelling all church activities, 

meetings, and programs through May 23, 2020. We set this date knowing that it could shift, to 

sooner or later, based on the ever-changing situation of the novel COVID-19 pandemic, and 

decisions made by those who are leading the way to protect all of us. This is for the sole purpose 

of helping to assist in the potential catastrophic spread of the COVID-19, that would overwhelm 

our current medical infrastructure and put many people in danger. To be clear, this is an 

additional 2-month decision to partner with the Henry County Board of Commissioners and the 

many supporting local agencies to stay ahead of this situation. 

Additionally, we do so with full faith and understanding that you can't close the Church 

of Jesus Christ. We are doing this of our own free will, with wholehearted faith, unmitigated 

freedom as a local church, and with biblical wisdom, to be partners with our community leaders 

and health organizations. This fully supports our church's vision statement in this unique moment 

in history: "We desire to see communities thriving to the glory of God." God is with us!  

With that decision made, our building will be closed to all outside events, except those 

for the specific purpose of partnering with the health department and other approved agencies 

that are bringing health and healing to our community. For example, we are hosting the Henry 

County Blood Drive tomorrow and we will continue to host the Second Harvest Food Bank 

events, such as the one this Saturday morning. We will continue to operate our Community 

Compassion Fund on Tuesday mornings 9-11, but from under the front portico, rather than from 

inside the building. Your staff and ministries are to have a minimal presence in the building and 

are to follow all CDC protocols for the health and well-being of the church and our communities.  

https://www.newcastlefbc.com/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-03-14-Closure-Announcement-Letter.pdf
https://www.newcastlefbc.com/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-03-14-Closure-Announcement-Letter.pdf


The church will provide online services as the Lord leads, but at a minimum on Sunday 

mornings at 10:30 am. Any other services will be as the Lord leads through the discernment and 

direction of the Worship Planning Team, who serve under the oversight of the Lead Pastor. The 

Lead Pastor and elders will oversee, but are delegating to the Worship Planning Team, the details 

of those online services and of the online production of any special Wednesday night worship 

experiences, or any special Holy Week services, which may include a Holy Thursday 

Communion Service, a Good Friday Service, and an Easter Sunrise Service, as the Lord leads 

and as the current situation allows.  

The elders are requesting that we do not plan any public serving of communion that could 

unnecessarily put our most vulnerable at risk. While we do believe in practicing an open table 

and had been envisioning ways to invite the community to an Easter Sunday experience, we 

realize that is not wise at this time. Our minds have been opened to great opportunities for the 

future, to be the Church in new ways, once the COVID-19 pandemic is behind us, Lord have 

mercy on us. In the place of the public serving of communion, for this time, the elders are 

inviting all of the Church to serve one another communion at home. Therefore, in pre-announced 

online services, there will be times of partaking of communion to unite us in the common cup of 

Jesus Christ, though we are gathered in our own homes. We are inviting you to be the Church in 

your homes, in your neighborhoods, and to one another. We will be taking communion together 

in this way on Easter Sunday, April 12, so please mark your calendar now and be prepared.  

The elders invite the congregation to reach out to one another to ensure all members have 

connection to a means of participation in online services and communion, without violating CDC 

guidelines or public safety protocols, and at the discretion of each person's autonomous decision 

making authority. We are allowed to gather in groups of ten or less and we already know that 

Jesus is with us when two or more are gathered. Your elders call you to be the Church! 

The elders are inviting small groups to gather via online technology for social and Bible 

study purposes. We invite small group leaders, Sunday School teachers, and any disciple-makers 

to call the elder-on-call (765-529-1019) or to contact the elders via the webpage "contact us" 

button (www.newcastlefbc.com) if resourcing or training is necessary to learn how to do this. 

We remind all people to utilize the church's gift of rightnowmedia.org for your Bible Study and 

edification. This is a great use of your time, at a time such as this!  

The elders are requesting that all scheduled public celebrations, such as baby/child 

dedications and baptisms, will be postponed during this time, with the clear understanding that if 

that puts any person in a place of disobedience to God's guidance, they may immediately contact 

the elder-on-call (765-529-1019) so that Pastor Jerry can work directly with those persons on a 

case-by-case basis. In this time, we are calling for your faithful obedience to Jesus Christ as the 

Church. We are not, in any of these decisions in opposition to your faith being lived out—seize 

the moment and live by faith! We don't want anyone to disobey how God is leading them. We 

just need to use common sense principles and be good partners. The best way we can love our 

neighbors as ourselves right now is to fast from our normal traditions and practices and learn 

new ways to be the Church. To be faithful to Jesus and His Word, not our personal preferences. 

We will continue to conduct full worship services through this time, for church family 

and friends to watch from home through our webpage at www.newcastlefbc.com/live/ or through 

our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/newcastle.firstbaptist/. We are thankful to report to 

http://www.newcastlefbc.com/
http://rightnowmedia.org/


you, that our attendance has dramatically increased in both the March 15 & 22 online services, 

and many have joined our time together to the glory of God. Our services are going to over a 

thousand. Let us pray that God will use us, the New Castle First Baptist Church, in this time. 

Please join us in worship online at 10:30 am every Sunday.  

You can still provide your financial support to the church. We need your faithful 

partnership to remain healthy through this time. Please prayerfully return your tithe to the church 

and pray about giving offerings and alms in this time. You can give in three different ways: 1) by 

mailing your checks to the church; 2) by clicking on the GIVE button on the top of the church 

webpage (www.newcastlefbc.com); or 3) by texting FBCNC to 73256 and then click the link that 

will immediately be texted back to you. Thank you for your faithful support!  

The elders will continue to meet on a regular basis to pray and discern this unique 

situation and time in history. We are committed to making faithful, wise, and timely decisions. 

This situation is constantly changing and there is much more that we don't know than we do 

know. We are choosing prudence as we walk through God's providence with faith and wisdom. 

We have advisors who are speaking into our decisions from the medical community. We are not 

alone in making decisions. God is with us and so is the wisdom of many counselors. All we 

know for certain is that God is with us and that we are not giving into fear by making this 

decision, but trusting God every step of the way in all of our decisions.  

Your pastors and elders wholeheartedly believe that this is the right faith decision. Please 

hear our hearts in how and why we have made these decisions; we are locking arms with our 

community and its leaders, instead of standing opposed to them. Please pray for us as we 

continue to make decisions and please pray for all of our community leaders and all who are 

being impacted by the COVID-19.  

Once again, please join us live at 10:30 a.m. Sunday morning on our webpage at 

www.newcastlefbc.com/live/ or on our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/newcastle.firstbaptist/.  

Above all: REMAIN PRAYERFUL! And if you know someone who does not have 

access to email or Facebook, please pass along this information to them as soon as possible. If 

you or someone you know is not yet getting Pastor Jerry’s daily phone call from 1-877-333-

9336, please call the elder-on-call (765-529-1019) or use the “contact us” button on at 

www.newcastlefbc.com.  

 

With faith, hope, and love, 

Elders Ed Bell, Michael Burkhart, Chris Logan, Tim Martin, Scott Underwood, and Don Ward; 

Pastors & Fellow Elders Ken Durham & Jerry Ingalls 
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