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There are three annual Pilgrimage feasts that God established for the people of Israel make a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem. Seven weeks ago, we talked about the first feast – Passover. 

 
Pentecost (meaning “fifty days”), or Shavuot in Hebrew, is the second seven-day Pilgrimage Feast, and it 
commemorated three things in the history of Israel. 
 
First, at the beginning of Pentecost, “fifty days” after Passover, they celebrated the Ceremony of First 
Fruits. It was the first day that people could bring their first fruits to the Temple. It was also the celebration 
of the wheat harvest (the first harvest of the year). 
 
Second, it celebrates the giving of the Torah (the Law – the first five books of the bible) at Mt. Sinai. When 
Moses brought the Law down from the mountain, and saw the people worshiping a golden calf, about 
three thousand people were put to death (we see this in Ex 32:25-29). 
 
Third, Pentecost celebrates the birth of the nation of Israel at Mt. Sinai. 

 
 
For the church, the Pentecost after the resurrection maps perfectly onto Shavuot, and Jewish followers of 
Christ clearly saw it. 
 
First, it was the first harvest of souls in the Kingdom of God – the First Fruits of the Kingdom. But these 
First Fruits weren’t brought to the Temple – the Temple was brought to them (they became the Temple – 
the place where the Spirit of God resided – we’ll talk about that more in a minute). 
 
Second, as I just said, Pentecost was the day that the Holy Spirit came down and infilled the church. Acts 
2:41 tells us that about three thousand people were saved. The giving of the Law brought death, but the 
giving of the Holy Spirit brought life. The writer of Romans is clearly thinking about this when he wrote 
Romans 8:2 : “For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.” 
Paul also refers to this in 2 Corinthians, chapter 3:6. He said, “[God] has made us sufficient to be ministers 
of a new covenant, not of the letter [of the Law] but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.” 
 
Third, Pentecost is celebrated as the day the Church was born. 
 
The presence of God was frequently described in the OT as a pillar of fire or a cloud of smoke. The OT also 
used the image of wind, or breath, to describe the Spirit of God. When the mighty rushing wind was heard, 
and the tongues of fire descended on each believer (as well as the curtain having been split that separates 
the Holy of Holies from rest of the Temple), it signified that the presence of God had left the Holy of Holies 
and now dwelt within each believer. 
 
Also, this is the point where God was beginning the reversal of the results of the Tower of Babel (and the 
division of the nations). Throughout the OT, God promised to bless the “nations” (a code word for Gentiles, 
or non-Jews) and draw them to Himself to serve and worship Him. We just read in Acts 2:6, that people 
from all nations were present on Pentecost, and “each one was hearing them speak in his own language.” 



This was a reversal of the confusion of languages we see in Genesis 11. This understanding, of God 
redeeming the nations, drove Paul’s missionary journeys. Paul saw what God was doing and wanted to help 
accomplish that mission.  
 
It’s okay to ask questions about scripture. I was always confused as to why God had to wait to send the 
Holy Spirt. What was going on during those 50 days between the resurrection and Pentecost?  Was 
something happening in heaven that prevented the Holy Spirit from coming? Were the disciples not 
prepared to receive the Holy Spirit? Did they need to pray more? Why the 50-day delay? 
 
We see multiple times that Jesus (and the writers of the NT) explained how everything happened 
“according to the Scriptures”. The Transfiguration even points to this when Jesus meets with Moses and 
Elijah (the Law and the Prophets). After meeting the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we see that 
“beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Christ] interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” (Luke 24:27) 
 
Galatians 4:4 and Ephesians 1:10 talk about the “fullness of time”, and Romans 5:6 says, “For while we 
were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” 
 
Knowing this focus, Christ had to die on Passover so that the world would see him as the Passover Lamb. 
Jesus had to be raised after three days to satisfy OT prophesy. And the disciples had to wait for 50 days for 
the Holy Spirit to be given, because the Holy Spirit had to be given on Pentecost, so that the world would 
tie the events of the Pentecost after the resurrection back to the story that Shavuot commemorates – the 
celebration of the first fruits, the giving of the law at Sinai, and the birth of Israel.    
 


